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Guild of Service for @omen
AND 1944—THE YEAR’S WORK.

National Wigilance Association of Srotland (3380 ANNUAL REPORT)
(Gastern Dibision) R
S URING the year ending 31st December 1944 the
President. | Association dealt with an average of 152 cases
EEE ReoHah. THE COUNTESS DE HOME. every month, excluding the total of 653 given major "’
Vice-Presidents. ' assistance by the workers at the Station—see separate
Miss ANNA BL‘JCHAN. The Very Rev. Prof. LamvonT, D.D. Report appended. Perhaps this ﬁgure does not mean
HErR GRACE THE DUCHESS OF The Rt. Rev. E. J. Hagan, O.B.E., it 1 i
ROXBURGHE. | D.D. very much to the casual reader, but, when it is realised
I:.—\D\’ POLWARTH. | Principal Sir Jony FRASER, Bart., i that it represents 152 individuals who are all unhappy
The Very Rev. J. R. Forcan, D.DD. | K.C.V.O., M.C., F.R.C.S. and in trouble, each with a problem which seems of
General Committee. | such vital importance to the person concerned, that a
Chairman—Rev. PETER W. MONIE. very special interest must be shown and careful assist-
Bl Sy "Mrs LEARMONTH. ance given in each case, perhaps some idea of the
Miss ANNANDALE. Mrs McCASSKILL. . . :
"Mrs BENHAM. *Mrs MACGREGOR. exacting and difficult nature of the work can be gained,
*Miss J. BLaIR. *Mrs T. MILLAR. as well as its value.
Councillor Mrs BOWIE. *Mrs Wn. MILLER. . 1.
Mrs CHISHOLM. Rev. G. T. H. Rem, B.D. During the year 1,961 visitors called at the Office
*Dr Mary COLLINS. *Mrs BARBOUR SIMPSON. for help and advice, and outside visits for the year
Dy Sis DEICAES: *Mrs RUSSELL SIMPSON. ' totalled 1,305. Frequently a whole day had to be spent
Mrs ELDER. Mr DONALD SINCLAIR, W.S. . h . B 3 h
*Mrs ELLINGSEN. Mr T. W. Swanson, C.E. doing one, or perhaps two visits In the country—
tRev. R. Rinpock FIsHER, M.A., Mrs J. C. THOMSON, perhaps beyond Kirkcaldy, to a farm five miles from
M. M. :Mrs WM. THOMSON. Hawick, or in the country near Stirling or Kincardine.
Mr C. A. CuMMING FORSYTH, B.L. Mrs Tob. K T
*LaDy FRASER. Mrs TROUE. We must admit that, owing to shor.tage of staff and
Miss C. FRASER LEE. Mrs WYE. petrol, some of our long distance journeys are not
*Rev. R. A. J. Gossie. M.A. *Miss YOUNGER. covered as frequently as we should like, for the area
Rev. GEORGE GUNN, B.D. . . .
S SRRGE QIR Fa . ] covered by the Association includes many isolated
Denotes Executive Committee. < K
t Chairman of Executive Committee. country villages, as well as the towns in the East of
Hon. Treasurer—Miss N. A. J. ANNANDALE, O.B.E., 37 Frederick Street. Scotland.
R Secret‘a;}y—l:MISS\II(. M. STE\VART,IM.A., 37 Frederick Street. | The Secretary has addressed University students,
istant —Miss S JSE. ¥ . M : . :
SpistmP Wiotkag—PlRs DLERAeges FRACKELTON.  Mrs BoLTox. as well as a number of Meetings of various bodies, on
—_——— behalf of the Association during the year, and is always
OFrrFICE: 37 FREDERICK STREET, EDINBURGH glad to hear of opportunities of this kind, which help to

make the work more widely known. She also represents
the Association on Committees and Sub-Committees of
various other bodies, thus maintaining close contact

Hours, 10-1, 2-5; Saturday, 10-1.

Other times by appointment.

Telephone No. 25484.
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with other organisations working for the welfare of
women and children in the East of Scotland.

Students from the Edinburgh Universityv School of
Social Study and Training, and from the Scottish
Association of Girls’ Clubs, have once again carried
out part of their training in practical work under the
direction of the office.

A very successful Sale, very kindly opened by Lady
Normand, was held in the Walpole Hall on 1{th
October. This realised a sum of 4240 and we are
most grateful to all those who helped us to arrive at
this wonderful result.

The Secretary is one of a panel of Social Workers
in Scotland to whom girls discharged from the various
women’s services can be referred for advice and help.
Ourcontact with the various officers involved is a very
pleasant feature of our work and we find them unfail-
ingly helpful and appreciative. Sometimes a girl is
discharged because for some reason she has not been
able to adapt herself to service life, or, more frequently,
because an unwanted child is expected. DBut, whatever
the reason, we are grateful for the opportunity of help-
ing these ex-service women to make a fresh start as
civilians once more.

It is always of interest to our friends to know the
types of individuals with whom we have to deal, and
although we could give some extremely interesting and
highly spectacular examples of our work, we confine
ourselves instead to some typical instances of what is
being done in the day to day work of the office.

A young girl of 15 was referred to us by her minister.
Mary's father is fighting in France and her step-mother
had given Mary her own way too much, lest people
should accuse her of being ‘‘hard.” The result was
that on various occasions, when Mary found her work
in a factory boring, she stole money and went to the
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pictures for the afternoon. Eventually this became
known, of course, and we were asked to take the girl in
hand. We placed her in a situation where she will
have careful supervision, introduced her to a Youth
Club and are helping her to plan for herself a career in
which she is really interested. All this, combined with
a number of friendly talks with the child, has helped to
steady her up and she is now behaving quite admirably.

A little girl of 14 ran away from the Children’s
Home in which she had been placed some years ago.
She was found and put in our care and we placed her
with her grandparents and found her work. This was
about six months ago and so far she has behaved ex-
tremely well, giving no trouble in any way and not
living up to the bad character which we received about
her from the Superintendent of the Home. Her two
sisters were formerly on our books, and as both of them
have done exceptionally well, and are now two very
popular visitors to the office, we are hoping that the
new member of the family will follow in their steps.

A very charming country girl came to us when she
was expecting an illegitimate child, the father being a
Polish soldier. Lodgings were found for her before
her confinement, she was helped to make all arrange-
ments and was eventually persuaded to go home with
the baby. On visiting the girl’s parents the other day,
we saw a very much loved and contented child, none
of whose relatives would dream of parting with him.
They are now most grateful that they yielded to our
advice, and, from the point of view of the child itself,
we are very thankful that it has not been defrauded of
such an excellent home.

It is, of course, very much the policy of the Associa-
tion to try and get the putative fathers of illegitimate
children to accept at least a share of the financial re-
sponsibility. In a large number of cases we have been
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successful in achieving this. In some cases it is de-
sirable for the father to pay aliment through the office
of the Association, and during the year no less than
£ 360 was collected and redistributed. As this comes
to us, for the most part, in small weekly contributions
of from 2s. 6d. to 6s., it can readily be understood that
a large amount of additional clerical work is involved.
We feel this, however, to be very well worth while.

A young girl of 17 had an illegitimate child a year
ago. Unfortunately we were not in contact with her
at that time, and some foolish person persuaded her
parents to let her marry the child’s father, a boy of 19.
As might have been expected, the marriage was never
happy, in fact the pair only lived together for a fortnight,
after which the husband went home to his own people,
though coming to visit the wife and take her out from
time to time. Another child has now been born, un-
wanted by both its parents and with no real chance of
a secure and happy life. All this Association can do
in a case such as this is to have frequent talks with
both the young people concerned, to try to inculcate in
them some sense of their mutual responsibility. Thanks
to our efforts, the husband has now consented to pay
for both children and make an allowance to his wife,

having previously refused to show even this amount
of interest.

A girl and her baby arrived at this office one after-
noon, destitute in every sense of the word. The girl
had been thrown out of her home by her mother in the
North of England and had came to Edinburgh in search
of work. Mercifully we found a very nice lady ready
to give her a trial as a domestic, and two hours later
she began in her new situation. Our hopes were, quite
frankly, not very high, but, to our delight, Rena
behaved exceptionally well and her mistress, who had
taken the girl out of philanthropy only, reaped the
reward of her kindness in obtaining a first-class maid.

7

A tittle girl of 14 was reported to us as being out
of control. One look at her face told us that this
description was not in the slightest exaggerated, as
she scowled up at us with a most mutinous and sulky
expression. As she refused to work any more than a
week at a time in any job, we decided the discipline of
a Training Home would be best for her and with great
difficulty we managed to convey her there. She behaved
so badly the Home refused to keep her after a week’s
trial, and with a fresh struggle we took her to a second
training house. The Matron there confessed later that
had she not known that Jean was being deliberately
troublesome in order to be sent away, she would certainly
never have kept her for more than a few days, but she
was determined not to admit defeat, with the result that,
after a couple of months, a surprising change took
place in the child and she is now doing really well and
trying hard to be different.

A married woman with her little girl of seven came
to ask if we would help her to get away from her
drunken and thoroughly undesirable husband who was
making their life a misery. She decided to take a
housekeeping post and she and her child are now safely
installed in a very nice house in the Borders.

Many times a week the telephone rings oran enquirer
comes to ask for advice on very varying subjects. It
may be a question about legal matters, first steps to
take in procuring a divorce, what the regulations are
about marrying a man of another nationality, and other
enquiries too numerous to mention. Sometimes we are
asked how to adopt a child, or, much more frequently,
how to get a child already born or expected, adopted.
The general idea in the mind of the lay public seems to
be that an adoption is like the ending to an old-fashioned
romance—‘‘ they married ” (in this case ‘‘ the child was
adopted”) ‘‘and lived happy. ever after.” There is
probably as much truth in the one case as in the other,
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INTERNATIONAL GUILD OF SERVICE FOR WOMEN

and
The National Vigilance Association of Scotland (Eastern Division)
37 FREDERICK STREET, EDINBURGH, 2

Y.W.C.A. OF GREAT BRITAIN
7 SOUTH CHARLOTTE STREET, EDINBURGH, 2

Y.W.C.A. OF SCOTLAND
14 MELVILLE STREET, EDINBURGH, 3

TRAVELLERS’ AID SOCIETY
80 BATH STREET, GLASGOW, C.2

S et

The Station work at the Waverley Station, Edinburgh, is
carried on under the auspices of a Joint Committee consisting
of two representatives from each of the above Associations.
This Joint Committee is responsible for raising the necessary
funds for the work, and they decide how it is to be carried
out. The staff employed are in daily touch with the office
of the Guild of Service for Women and the National Vigilance
Association, at 37 Frederick Street, Edinburgh, and are
under the supervision of the Secretary of this Association,
who is also the Secretary of the Joint Committee.

There are three workers at the Station, taking turns of
duty, as may be required. The Committee were delighted to
be able to build a small kiosk in the Station, just over two
years ago, so that the workers have their own private office
and telephone and are readily available for those who need
their help. The kiosk is open from 2-10 p.m. (and some-
times later) on weekdays, and in the evening on Sundays.
A steady stream of enquirers come to it each day, or are
sent there by Station officials. In the majority of cases the
problem is a simple one which can be immediately answered—
where to go for recreation, the time of the next train, etc.,
but in other cases, much more skilled help is required.
During the year ending 31st December 1944 no less than
653 individuals were given ‘“major” help and advice.

Sometimes it was a mother asking for help in tracing a run-
away daughter, or an enquiry about how to find work ; how
to trace a husband in the Services, and many other queries
of this type. In the majority of instances, however, the
travellers were stranded and were in desperate search for
accommodation for long or short periods. Many of these
women and girls were accompanied by small children, very
often they had no money for their needs, and, with the ex-
ception of those in the Services looking for billets while on
leave, or continuing their journey next day, many had not
the slightest idea as to their future plans. Then, too, there
were a number who called for help, because they said—with
truth, or otherwise—that they had lost their purse or ticket
and could not continue their journey without financial help.

The workers give what immediate help is needed and
refer any very complicated enquiries for further assistance
to the office at 37 Frederick Street. They have the satis-
faction of knowing that their work is of real, lasting value,
and that many a woman or young person has been saved
from making a grave mistake through their good offices.

A small Balance Sheet is appended and interested friends
will realise how greatly further subscribers are required.
We ask all those who wish to help the work to send con-
tributions, earmarked ‘‘ Waverley Station,” to any of the
Societies concerned.

BALANCE SHEET for year ending 3lst December 1944
INCOME EXPENDITURE

Balance on 1st January . 41 3 9 Salaries and Ins. Stamps £187 16 2
Y.W.C.A. of Scotiand 5412 0 Expenses of Cases . 415 6
Y. W.C.A. of G. Britain . 50 0 0 Telephone 515 6
N.V.A. 50 0 0 Electric Light . . 5 7 8
T.A.S. 50 0 0 Sundries — (Cleaning,
Cases refunded 0 5 1 Stationery, Repairs, etc.) 3 010
From Donation Box 7 8 8 £206 15 8
Balance in Hand . 6 13 10
4213 9 6 £213 9 6




