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Hours, 10-1, 2-5; Saturday, 10-1.

Other times by appointment.

Telephone No. 25484.

1943—THE YEAR’S WORK.
(32N ANNUAL REPORT)

““I FEEL I am too young to come to these places for
help, when | have my mother,” wrote a 13-year-old girl,
reported to us by;her parents, as being out of control,
whom we had invited to come and see us. Horrified at
the idea of officialdom being informed of her misdeeds,
she added : ‘‘I give you my word I promise to behave
myself.” Up to date she has, it must be said, kept
this promise !

In spite of this diffidence on the part of a child who
had never met us, 2,040 visitors called during the year
for help and advice of all kinds, and we have dealt with
an average of 147 individuals a month-—an average of
41 a month coming to us for the first time, the others
returning for fresh help. Behind these figures lie stories
of many and varied human problems, and we like to
think that nearly all of those helped have remained our
friends, and have learnt to trust us (even when they
decide not to take our advice) in spite of having come,
or been sent to us, in a rather anxious frame of mind, or,
as one girl wrote, because they had ‘‘no other optician!”
Those helped are of all classes, and of all ages; some
are in danger of making mistakes, others have already
made them, but they are all troubled, often in great
unhappiness, and all of them need encouragement and
understanding.

Outside visiting has been cut down to the minimum
—especially visits to places distant from Edinburgh.
Shortage of petrol for our small car, and the difficulties
of travel by bus and train account for this, but the
irreducible minimum has remained high, and we have
paid many visits to towns in Fifeshire, the Lothians,
Peeblesshire, Roxburghshire, etc. In all, the visits
paid during the year have amounted to 1,092, while
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the total number of letters sent was 3,983 (excluding
letters of appeal, etc.).

As usual, part of our work has lain in the training
of students from the University School of Social Study,
some of whom have worked under the guidance of this
office for part of their practical training. The Secretary
has also lectured to the students in this Department of
the University.

The Secretary has addressed a number of meetings
in connection with Church Guilds, etc., and a group of
supervisors of the Timber Corps were also given a talk
on problems they might be likely to meet with amongst
the many women with which they deal. Representation
on other Committees has been continued and the
Secretary is a member of the Executive Committee of
the newly-formed Standing Conference of Women's
Organisations.

THE WOMEN’S SERVICES

Girls discharged from the various services on com-
passionate or other grounds are very frequently referred
to the Association for help in their re-adjustment to
civilian life. Sometimes we are asked to enquire into
the reason for a girl’s wish for discharge, and verify the
seriousness of her request; sometimes it is a case of a
girl who is unsuitable for service life, but who might in
a carefully chosen civilian occupation be helped to a
greater balance ; but most often those who come to us
in this way are sent because they are expecting an
unwanted baby. Here, as with the girls still in civilian
life who come to us with this particular need, the
problem is a three-fold one—the mother, the child, and
the child’s father. In the first case employment before-
hand is usually needed, then there are arrangements to
be made for the confinement, or perhaps we can plan a
period to be spent in a Mother or Baby Home, uniess
the girl in question is married and therefore ineligible

for this type of help. (It is disturbing to note the
increase in the number of young wives illegitimately
pregnant in this way, their husbands abroad or in
prisoner of war camps). After the child’s birth we try
to keep mother and child together as long as possible,
in their own homes, in kindly lodgings, or in a
Convalescent Home. Then comes our greatest difficulty
—that of finding a home for the baby if its own people
will not, or cannot, take charge of it, and here we
continue to sigh for our own much-needed Baby Home,
and wish Godspeed to any other organisation able and
willing to undertake the task of providing accommoda-
tion. If the girl is of a domestic type, perhaps we can
get her a post in service, where the baby can be with
her—many of our girls are very happily placed in this
way—but if she is not, then there is often a desperate
hunt for a foster-mother. Before the war we had over
eighty foster-mothers on our books—now we have four!
In spite of the war-time difficulties, and the possibilities
of going out to work themselves, which have made
women give up this work, we do wish this need could
be seen and felt as we feel it, by women of the right
type, for they are greatly needed.

With regard to the father of the unwanted child—
every effort is, of course, made to trace him and to get
him to accept financial responsibility. Sometimes we
are successful, sometimes he cannot be traced. If we
succeed in getting into touch we usually suggest that
he makes his payments through the Office, to avoid
further contact with the girl concerned. Last year
£365 came to us in this way, mostly in small weekly
payments, collected and sent off again.

STATION WORK
As our friends will remember, after many years of
carrying on the station work alone, just over a year ago,
when we were faced with the problem of increasing the
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hours on duty there, and therefore increasing the staff,
the Travellers’ Aid Society and the Young Women'’s
Christian Association of Great Britain agreed to amalga-
mate with us in the work and to bear the cost of a
second worker. The Y.W.C.A. of Scotland helped
with a substantial grant in 1942, and in 1943 joined us
as a ‘‘co-organisation.” The station work is therefore
now run under a Joint Committee of the four organisa-
tions, each bearing an equal share of the total cost,
which amounts to a little over 4200 yearly. This Office
continues to supervise and direct the actual working of
the scheme day by day. The need for this work, and
its value, is proved by the fact that last year the workers
helped 601 travellers—the majority stranded and in
need of accommodation, others complaining of having
lost their return tickets, etc., others again being in
various difficulties requiring specialised help. Apart
from these instances of ‘“ major” help, many hundreds
of enquiries of all kinds were dealt with.

SOME ILLUSTRATIONS

A little girl of 15 came to us, with the surprising
request to be sent to a Home. She gave a shocking
description of her father's behaviour (later verified and
found to be true) and said that she was never allowed
to remain in a job, as he always came and removed her.
She said she never wanted to go back to him, and as
she stuck to her wish to go for training somewhere, we
eventually arranged this.

We were asked to help a girl of 16 who is expecting
ababy. Sheisoflow mentality, her mother has frequent
epileptic fits, her father is not well enough to get work.
This tragedy to the daughter seemed the last straw,
and our worker was welcomed as though sent by angels.
We managed to get the girl into a Home where she
will stay for some months after the baby comes and be
helped to know how to look after the child herself,
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A girl of 15 was reported to us as being about to
have an illegitimate child. On visiting the home we
found that after the girl’s mother died two years ago,
the house had been left to the two youngest of the
family to run, while all the rest got married. The elder
of the two girls had herself had a child at 15, and now
the younger was following suit. We persuaded her
(with her sister’s help in this) to go into a Mother and
Baby Home where she has done extremely well. In
due course she will take a situation with her baby, with
a very kind and helpful mistress.

A satisfactory and typical case was that of a girl of
25, who came to us to say that she was expecting an
unwanted child, and had no plans of any kind. We
found her work before the confinement, lodgings where
the child can be with her, on her return from hospital,
advised her about work, and finally got into touch with
the putative father, and, finding him unwilling to pay,
helped the young mother to take her case to Court,
where an affiliation order was made out against him.

A young woman who had been living with a Polish
soldier for some time appealed to us for help in running
away from him, as she said he had been very cruel to
her. As he had locked up her clothes it was difficult
to get the girl away, but we achieved this and sent her
to a job found for her in another town through the
kindness of our colleagues there. The infuriated lover
made up his mind to spend the rest of his life in looking
for her, and so cleverly did he go to work that it was
not long before he had found out her connection with
us and guessed the town to which she had gone. He
became rather a disturbing visitor at the office, as He
was terribly in earnest about finding the girl, and quite
indifferent to the methods which he was prepared to
use to get her address. Finally, by haunting the town
in which the young woman was working he actually
did find her, and persuaded her to return to him! She
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did go back but in less than two weeks was appealing
for our help again, this time assuring us she intended
to leave him for good.

One of the toughest looking girls we have ever seen
was given to uson a year's probation by one of the
country Courts. We tried hard to be hopeful about her,
but faced with her very sullen glare, it was difficult.
Thinking of her singularly loveless background we felt
she must always have lacked appreciation and affection,
so whenever we could praise we praised hard, and
whenever we had a chance to shcw any consideration
or affection we showed it. Last year her probation
came satisfactorily to an end, and that girl from whom
we had not expected very much, has turned out ex-
tremely well. She has just made a happy marriage,
and her little house is most beautifully kept. Part of
B.’s probation time was spent in a Home, and much
of the credit for the transformation worked must go to
the Matron there.

An agitated girl called one day to say that she was
stranded, and could we give her her fare back to her
work. We decided that this was one of the occasions
on which the risk of making a mistake by too much
trust rather than too little should be taken, and advanced
her the fare. It was returned atonce on her arrival
with a letter to say: ‘‘I am writing to return this
postal order, with many grateful thanks, 1 am sorry 1
was so upset when I saw you, Madam, but I have never
been so fixed in my life as 1 was yesterday and I had
nobody to turn to in Edinburgh. 1 will not write
more now, but no matter zow old I may become [ shall
never, never forget that you ‘trusted’ me, and some
day in His own way I &now God will repay you." A
week or two later she wrote again, enclosing a donation
for the work.

We seem to have had an unusual number of grateful
letters of the above kind during the year, and might
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possibly be tempted to feel slightly self-satisfied, did
we 'not know that the boundaries of true charity are so
limitless that we have still much to learn before we can
even sight them. Their possibilities are exemplified
in the life of our old friend on the Old Age Pension
who every few months brings us a little bagful of three:
pennies saved up to spend on others; ‘' Because I've
got so much to be grateful for.” Lately this old soul
found an even older, and bedridden lady living in a
basc?me.nt nearby. In E. went and proceed.ed to ‘‘ redd
up’ .W.lth great vigour. Surveying the blankets with
suspicion she announced she was going to take them
off the bed and wash them. The hostess shrieked in
horror that the blankets were new, and one didn’t wash
new blankets. E. enquired just how long she had had
them, and when she heard that 28 years ago the
blankets had been ‘‘new,” she saw to it that for the
first time they were thoroughly cleaned !

No report would be complete without an expression
of the very sincere thanks of the Committee to those
who have helped us, in many different ways, to complete
another successful year of work. We thank our sub-
scribers—old friends and new friends—and those who
made possible the gift of £50 from the wireless appeal
sent out from London. We also thank the Managers
of the Kidmar Hosiery Company who so generously
gave us a gift of twenty-four beautiful baby shawls.
Then we must express our gratitude to Lady Stevenson
who came to open our most successful Garden Sale on
3rd July, and Mrs Millar who allowed her garden to
be used for this purpose. The fact that the Sale cleared
4150 makes it clear that the kindness of these two
he.lpers was appreciated. We would also like to take
ths opportunity of thanking Miss Swann for the
m‘numerable ‘“extras” she did during her seven years
with us as first assistant. Miss Swann never minded
how much extra time and trouble was entailed if any-
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thing she could do was going to help either the work
or any of the cases, and she is missed not only by the
Committee and Staff, but by numbers of those she has
helped. Miss Swann has now gone to be Social
Welfare Organiser for the counties of Durham and
Northumberland, and although we are glad for her
sake, we are sorry for our own.

Early in the year the members of the Committee
were deeply grieved to hear of the death of Lady
Johnston. Lady Johnston was a member of the Com-
mittee of this Association from 1920-1939 and was
Vice-President since 1939. We can never forget all
she did for us throughout her long association with us
and we remember her with deep thankfulness.

We express our indebtedness to the various social
workers in Scotland who have co-operated with us so
helpfully throughout the year and to our kind Honorary
Auditors, Messrs C. & J. Robertson. To all these
and to many others, we say a very hearty ‘‘ thank you !”
Please don’t stop, for we urgently need your help,
not only in order to carry on the work as it is but in
extending it further.

P. MONIE,

Chairman of General Commaitiee.

R. RIDDOCK FISHER,

Chairman of Executive Commitiee.

K. M. STEWART,

Secretary.

For reasons of war economy it has been

decided not to print a list of the Annual

Subscribers in this Report, but it may be
seen at the Office on request.

Abstract of Accounts
For the Year ended 31st December

1943

EXPENDITURE

Travelling Expenses (Workers and Cases) .

INCOME

Subscriptions and Donations .

14

£55

1

£352 7
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Balance Sheet
As at 3Ist December 1943

ASSETS

Motor Car—Value per last Account

LIABILITIES

Accumulated Fund as at 31st December 1942
Balance ¢f Income over Expenditure for year

£52 10 6

£175 10 4

1

10 10

o,
o

Less Depreciation at 20

3 10

151

Share of Hut at Station

Cash at Bank—

{Special Appeall)

Do.

Current Account

7

268 11

£326 14 2

£326 14 2

A. & J. RoBerTson, C.A., Adudilors.

EDINBURGH, 237d March 1944.—~Examined and found correct.



